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GOV. EASLEY ANNOUNCES 43 JOBS IN ROBESON COUNTY 
 One North Carolina Fund Helps Harger Lightning and Grounding Open in Fairmont 

 
RALEIGH - Gov. Mike Easley today announced that Harger Lightning and Grounding will open a 
manufacturing facility in Robeson County, creating 43 jobs and investing $5 million during the next three years.  
The announcement was made possible in part by a $64,500 One North Carolina Fund grant. 
 
“Harger Lightning and Grounding’s decision to open a facility in North Carolina means 43 good jobs for 
Robeson County,”  Easley said. “We will continue to make the necessary investments in education and job 
training to retain our top ranking as a leading business destination.” 
 
Harger Lightning and Grounding of Grayslake, Ill., manufactures lightning protection and grounding equipment 
for the communications and electrical industries.  It will open a metal working and assembly plant in Fairmont.  
While wages will vary by job function, the average weekly wage of the new jobs will be $600 plus benefits.  
The average weekly wage in Robeson County is $438 not including benefits. 
 
“We selected the state of North Carolina based on its business-friendly environment and an abundance of good 
hard-working people,” said Mark S. Harger, president of Harger Lightning and Grounding. 
 
“This is another example of the success that comes from the economic development policies the state Senate 
has worked to adopt,” said state Sen. David Weinstein (D-Robeson).  “I will to work hard to bring more jobs to 
our area and our state.” 
 
“Our workforce development programs and emphasis on education attract businesses that want to expand and 
grow,” said state Rep. Garland Pierce (D-Robeson, Scotland and Hoke).  “This announcement is the kind of 
benefit that helps build our state and communities.” 
 
The One North Carolina Fund assists the state in industry recruitment and expansion by providing financial 
assistance through local governments to attract business projects that will stimulate economic activity and 
create new jobs in the state. One North Carolina Fund grants require and are contingent upon a local match. 
Through the use of this Fund, more than 25,000 jobs and $3.5 billion in investment have been created since 
2001. 
 
Other partners who helped make this announcement possible include the N.C. Department of Commerce, 
Robeson County, the Town of Fairmont and the N.C. Rural Center. 
 
For more information about the company and employment opportunities, visit www.harger.com. 
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